
MISSOURI ASSOCIATION OF
FAIRS AND FESTIVALS

April 4 , 2010 - Volume 1 ςIssue 1

MAFF  941 East Rodney  Cape Girardeau, Mo.  573-270-0898 

Our 65th annual convention is but a memory for most 
folks now. Attendance was great due to several factors 
including the weather, location, need to gather for more 
ideas for a successful event, or just to meet old friends 
in the fair business. Whatever prompted you to attend 
we hope your needs were met. From the opening 
business session to the Sunday Morning Friendship 
Breakfast the convention moved along at a steady pace. 
72 associates in the trade show, 15 high energy 
showcase acts, a dozen educational sessions, and food 
and beverage breaks at every turn made for both a 
good time as well as learning opportunities for all. 88 
member Fairs and Festivals were represented as well as 
102 associate companies. The Holiday Inn Executive 
Center  is to be commended for their service and 
attention to detail on our groups schedule and layout 
needs.  Ms. Kari Frank was the point person from the 
hotel in our conference needs and we do appreciate her 
efforts.  

We extend a special THANKS to those sponsors that 
helped make the convention affordable to all our 
attendees.  Their help and assistance is appreciated.

We are scheduled to host our next convention at the 
same location on January 27 - 30, 2011. Your Board of
Directors will meet several times prior to work on that 
plan.  If you have any suggestions, thoughts, ideas, or 
comments in general about 2010 or for 2011 please let 
us hear from you. This annual meeting is for and about 
you, our members. 

Mark Young     MAFF President    
417-859-4942    

ò Creating Connections ò

2010 CONVENTION 

Andy Zinkle (Staats Mfg. Co.) and 
Elizabeth Schlueter (Lincoln Co. 
Fair) present the Past Presidents/
Staats Mfg. Co. scholarship to Ms. 
Nancy Jackson. Ms. Jackson 
represented the Macon Town & 
Country Fair in Macon Missouri.  

2010 COUNTY FAIRS DAY
Mark your calendar now for a fun time 
at the Missouri State Fair August 21 in 
Sedalia Missouri.  State Fair Director 
Mark Wolfe and his staff always extend  
great hospitality. More information will 
come in the future. Make your plans.

_________________________________________________



ON THE EDGE OF COMMON SENSE
By Baxter Black DVM

COUNTY FAIRS, WHY ?

ñMost people just donôt get it ñ said Ron, bemoaning the urban politicians that continue to whittle away at 

funding for county fairs and ag extension service. Itôs all about the kids learning real life.

To their misfortune, urban children have much less opportunity to connect with real life. They look at 

some farm kid working on his show steer every day for months and itôs beyond their comprehension. 

ñWhyò, they think, would anyone want to waste their time in such a mindless pursuit?ò and they whip  out 

their game boy and fall into a trance.

Thank goodness there are some  politicians, corporations, and influential associations that DO get it.  As 

farmers and livestock raisers continue to decline in numbers, it is even more critical that parents, county 

agents, ag teachers, 4-H Leaders, scientists, and teachers instill in the next generation the realities of life 

that farming depends on. Does America want to become a net importer of food in fifty years.

I appreciate Mrs. Obamaôs garden, whole foods specialty markets, organic, and natural producers. They  

have a niche market. But who is going to feed the other 99% of our people, much less a hungry third  

world population.

Those kids who are fitting steers, doing chores, picking apples, showing  hogs, driving the grain truck, 

learning to weld riding pens, irrigating strawberries, managing a pasture, hosing down the mike room, 

stacking hay, and learning to read the sky are assimilating the mountain of knowledge that it takes to 

make dirt and rain into food. 

Farm kids start learning the land and the livestock when they are old enough to carry a bucket. When 

they help with the daily chores they are practicing. Itôs like the piano lesson except what farm kids learn 

has a much more profound objective; feeding us all.  Our Culture expends a great deal of effort on future 

NBA Stars, astronauts, environmental lawyers, doctors, and political science majors. But for every 100 

rock stars, Rhoades Scholars, and Heisman winners our country produces, we better make sure we 

spend enough to train at least two future farmers, so the rest of us can eat. That is the essence of the 

COUNTY FAIR.

Beneath all the fun, auctions, and show ribbons, the serious business of learning how to make a living off 

the land continues like an underground river.

The list of ñessential professions is a short one. Thatôs the reality of life. Farms kids hold our future in their 

hands. They are in training to feed the world.

And FAIR BOARD MEMBERS and COUNTY AGENTS get it.

www.baxterblack.com

Reprinted with permission of Baxter Black from ñOn The Edge of Common Sense.

http://www.baxterblack.com/


2010 BENEFIT AUCTION 

Buyers and sellers at our benefit auction enjoyed the work of Hall of Fame Auctioneer Leroy Van Dyke
on Friday January 29 and MAFF Vice-President Fred Higdon on Saturday January 30 as $7,383.00 
was raised during the two evenings. We do appreciate both the donations of auction items and the 
buyersΦ ²ŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǊƛƴƎ ƳŜƴ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƭƭ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǿƴΦ 

DONATORS INCLUDE                               BUYERS INCLUDE
Lincoln County Fair                             Missouri State Fair 
Lewis & Clark Trail Days                     Lowery Carnival company
Tinsley Amusements                          Cooper County Fair
Parr Sound & Lighting                        Lewis & Clark Trail Days
Missouri State Fair                              Northeast Missouri Fair
Auto Race Promotions                       Stoddard County Fair
Lowery Carnival Company                 Gasconade County Fair
N.H. Scheppers Distributing              Cass County Fair
Jefferson County Fair                          Nodaway County Fair
Lathrop Friendship Festival               Callaway County Fair
Columbia Missouri CVB                     Marcos Productions
Joplin Tent Company                          J. Marvin Myers
Northeast Missouri Fair (NEMO)     St. Francis County Fair
Warren County Fair                            Southeast Missouri District Fair
Belle Community Fair                         Northwest Missouri State Fair
Lantis Fireworks                                  Webster County Fair       
Gasconade County Fair                      Belle Community Fair
Jones & Co. Carnival                           Graham Street Fair
Variety Attractions                              Parr Sound & Lighting
²ƻƻŘȅΩǎ aŜƴŀƎŜǊƛŜ                            aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ CŀƛǊ
Nodaway County Fair                         Joplin Tent Company
Webster County Fair                           St. Charles County Fair
N/W Missouri State Fair                     Hedrick Promotions

Thank You to the ring men         Roger Westmoreland
Leroy Van Dyke, Fred Higdon     Lincoln County Fair
and all involved                            Warren County Fair  



Some Very Special People

Our Sponsors !!!

Evans Midland Empire Shows

Smithville, Mo. 

Parr Sound & Lighting 

Great Bend, Kansas

Carnivals  Inc.   

Anderson, Mo 

& Anoka, MN.     

Volunteer  Recognition

Josh Smith      George Denniston St. Charles County Fair      NEMO Fair

Washington County Fair     Southeast Missouri District Fair 

Marcos Productions     Fair Based Productions   Bob Brickley Bobby Baker

Washington County Fair     

Potosi Missouri 

CVB



2010 MAFF Public 
Speaking Winner 
Bethany Hovis

Mark Lahmann of the 
Rawhide & Dusty Show 
providing entertainment

Steve Siever promoting 
Zone 5  conference
in Des Moines Iowa

Mike Freeman District 3
Director with some 

Friday auction items

S & N Display Fireworks at their show booth selling 
to Doug Roberts of Outlaw Truck & Tractor Pullers

President Don Reynolds presenting the
2010 MAFF Board of Directors at Saturday

evening Showcase. 

The Lucky Daredevil Thrill Show entertaining
at the Saturday Variety Showcase

I.A.F.E. District Director Jennifer Giesike CFE 
and members of the Washington County Fair

Board members Fred Higdon and Brian McPherson
working the registration desk on Friday afternoon

The Hotel Lobby made a great gathering place                              
before and  after meetings and meals


